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“of blocks and

company that 0
‘the 364-acre Tt Center’ Revitalizatio

District, 1nc1udm the ‘sprawling Mall in
 Colzmbia and acres of surface parkin :
‘has submitted an ambitious plani to “:% "
. réshape parts.of the dxstnct mto a more :

urban downtown. ; .

: The company’s proposal submxtted as

Can amendment to he' connty’s General . .
) state~of theart urban

-+ - While preservmg‘the malland

- buildings around it, the General Growth

“Properties plan s enrnposes a pattern
5 deﬁned bya

“"grid of treelined, p
streets. It also includes strategles for
: transportatxon management parkmg,

~

' sustamabxhty energy conservatmn and
.phasing’:

Over several decades, 5 500 apartments and":. g

townhouses, 64(]\hotel roomnis; more than 1

million square feet of retail space, and nearly . .
piete ¥ ;

ok face would be
added. Surface par g lo
by parking gdrages imbedded w1_thm blocks
and made ﬁnanmally fe351ble byincreased ;. .

" Yet the plan enhances the
space network of landscaped ol 8,
pedestrian promenades and natural €as;
mcludmg the Memweather Post Pavilion and
’ the unde sed Lake

couples with few
Growth ropertles and th

vxsmn and beheve 1t should not l)e altered oL’

SHAPING THE CI'I'Y
' Rooerﬂ Lewns

NEW F%EETQ BLOCKS ANDW% » AND
| PARRING CARAGES. ..NEW. 2UILD
17,9,15 AWD 20 6’;)&59&@@4,,,@@ THE

Jeopardized . ' ©
.Despite assurances to the contrary and the -
" county’s adequate public-facilities ordinance, .
1 Iso worry that redevelopment -

* roads, utility svstems schools and con'mm'nit':.7 i

facﬂmes 2
it’s fair o_ask why | Columbxa needs

undly.. The majority of American:
seholds are not nuclear families.

* Increasingly, people who once might ] have . -
‘shunned cities and willingly mowed lawns L

appreciate urban amenities.
- Rebuilding the Town Center could mizke

_tomorrow’s Columbia more vibrantand more
e competmve with other communities as 2

place to live, w sork, and find cultural, socis
and entertainment oppor’cum’ues
Prmcxples and pracuces of town planning:

‘alterna

Condmons that shaped Rouse’s wswnran
lumbia plan in the 1960s havé changed :

NS § THAT'S

95/4’\‘ ?

Pl ROuER :

D and urban destgn also have evolved since the
'1960s. We know that compact, mixed-use

development helps improve the planet while

-yielding more attractive, walkable

‘environments. With viable transportation” .
lensely built neighborhoods can
reduce automobﬂe usage. Green design

. appliedto cities'as well as buildings sayes
- energy, conserves natural resources, 3
“ decreases carbon emissions, and redueee ant
“and water pollutmn :

And we have rediscovered the soc1al

: ‘ ‘cultural and aesthetic value of well-de31gned

mterconnected stréets; civic spaces and -
space:making architecture. We appreciate” -
t 1mpartrs‘ 4 coherent sense of place

1g the forfi and functlon of Columbm
, ter as ongmally envisioned in the:
19605 or embracing a vision to create a vital
downt' wn for the 21st century? Given todav S

: ;RogerK Lewzs sa pmctwmg erCh‘LfeCf fmd N
a professor emeritis of archztecture at the
: Umverszty ofMaryland



